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Abstract 

Benin Republic is characterized by a rich tapestry of religious diversity, predominantly comprising 

Christians and Muslims. Despite the generally peaceful coexistence of these communities, 

underlying tensions arises from socio-economic disparities, political dynamics, and cultural 

misunderstandings. This study seeks to determine the role of ecumenism towards interfaith 

dialogue in Christian-Muslim Social-Cohesion initiatives in Benin Republic. It explores the role of 

ecumenism in fostering interfaith dialogue between Christians and Muslims in Benin Republic, 

emphasizing social cohesion initiatives. The study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing 

interviews with local religious leaders involved in ecumenical initiatives. It highlights the historical 

context, current challenges, and potential pathways for enhancing collaboration between these two 

religious communities. By analyzing existing literatures and case studies, this paper aims to 

provide insights into effective strategies for promoting peace and understanding through 

ecumenical efforts. The role of ecumenism extends beyond mere dialogue; it actively promotes 

social cohesion by addressing root causes of conflict through collaborative action. The interplay 

between ecumenism and interfaith dialogue is particularly significant in Benin’s context.   In Benin, 

interfaith initiatives often emerge from ecumenical efforts that seek to address common societal 

challenges such as poverty, education, and health care. Through joint community service projects, 

educational programs, and public discussions on shared values such as peace and justice, these 

initiatives help dismantle stereotypes and build trust among diverse religious groups. By 

leveraging shared values inherent within Christianity and Islam, ecumenical movements can create 

platforms for meaningful engagement between these two faiths. Such interactions foster trust and 

reduce prejudice while addressing common societal challenges. 
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1.0 Introduction 

Ecumenism refers to the promotion of unity and cooperation among different Christian 

denominations, while interfaith dialogue involves interactions and collaborations between people 

of different religious backgrounds. Ecumenism plays a significant role in fostering interfaith 

dialogue, particularly between Christians and Muslims. In the context of Benin Republic, a nation 

characterized by its religious diversity and a history of peaceful coexistence, ecumenical efforts 

can significantly enhance social cohesion initiatives. The country is characterized by a rich tapestry 

of religious diversity, predominantly comprising Christians and Muslims. According to Benin 2023 

International Religious Freedom Report by U.S. Department of State, “the most recent 2020 

INSTaD’s population census estimate, the population of Benin is 52.2% Christian, 24.6% Muslim, 
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17.9% traditionalist and 5.3% follows other faiths or has no religion”. 

(https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-report-on-international-religious-freedom/benin/).  This 

diversity presents both opportunities and challenges for social cohesion. Ecumenism and interfaith 

dialogue are essential components of social cohesion in any society, including Benin Republic. The 

goal of both ecumenism and interfaith dialogue is to foster greater understanding, respect, and 

cooperation among people of different faiths, ultimately contributing to social cohesion. 

In Benin Republic, both ecumenism and interfaith dialogue are facing several challenges that 

hinder their effectiveness in promoting social cohesion. Those challenges in one hand are the 

diversity of Christian denominations, which can lead to disagreements and conflicts and the other 

hand are religious extremism, which can lead to intolerance and violence towards people of other 

faiths and socio-economic disparities that strain inter-religious relations. Ecumenical efforts can 

help mitigate these tensions by fostering understanding and cooperation between Christians and 

Muslims. These situations bring us to ask several questions.  

Can Christian self-identity be defined in isolation from vital theological issues and concerns that 

impinge on Christian existence in the world, such as the challenges of justice and peace, of other 

faiths and ideologies? Is not our ecumenical theology likely to run the risk of becoming so 

introverted, ecclesio-centred and self-celebrating that its own ecumenical vision of seeking to reach 

the whole oikoumene is undermined? What is the relation of the church, which seeks to confess 

the one faith in Jesus, to the wider community of people? Can self-definition of Christian 

community be deepened in a more inclusive way through our encounters with people of other living 

faiths? 

Such questions pose a challenge to Christian ecumenical theology and urge it to move from its self-

legitimating preoccupations towards a total vision of ecumenism: the unity of the church and the 

unity of humankind. In response to those questions, this article explores how ecumenism 

contributes to interfaith dialogue and its implications for social cohesion between Christian and 

Muslim communities in Benin Republic. 

1.1 Historical Context of Ecumenism and Interfaith Dialogue 

According to WCC (1992), 

Christian-Muslim relations have been an issue since the historical rise of Islam, more than 

fourteen centuries ago. From the beginning there have been two dimensions to the 

Christian-Muslim relations. The first is related to the practical living together of individuals 

and communities of the two faiths, and the second is the doctrinal teachings of these two 
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religions. These dimensions include questions of Christian self-identity and self-expression 

in relation to Islam as well as those of understanding its significance. These issues have 

engaged Christians through the centuries (https://www.oikoumene.org). 

 In that way the Interfaith and Ecumenical Dialogue Office (IFEDO) said that, 

The interfaith and ecumenical movement that has been growing in the heart of the Church 

for the past one hundred years found its voice in the Second Ecumenical Vatican Council, 

particularly in the Decree on Ecumenism Unitatis Redintegratio and the Declaration on the 

Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, Nostra Aetate” (www.ovosa.org). 

The second Vatican Council (1962-1965) marked a pivotal moment in Catholic engagement with 

other religions, emphasizing respect for Islam and encouraging dialogue (Vatican II). 

In recent decades, numerous interfaith initiatives have emerged globally, aiming to foster 

understanding between Christians and Muslims. Esposito (2007) argues that “notable examples 

include “A Common Word” initiative launched in 2007 by Muslim scholars calling for mutual 

respect and cooperation based on shared values”. Such initiatives underscore the potential for 

ecumenical approaches to facilitate meaningful conversations that transcend doctrinal differences. 

The roots of ecumenism in Benin are traced back to the colonial period when European 

missionaries introduced Christianity alongside traditional African religions. The arrival of Islam in 

the 19th century further diversified the religious landscape. According to Afolabi, 2018, “the 

interactions between these faiths were often marked by both conflict and cooperation. For instance, 

while there were instances of tension between Christians and Muslims, particularly during periods 

of political instability, there were also significant efforts towards mutual understanding”. 

Post-independence (1960) saw an increase in religious pluralism as various groups sought to assert 

their identities. The government recognized the importance of fostering interfaith dialogue as a 

means to promote national unity amidst ethnic and religious diversity. In this context, “ecumenical 

movements began to gain traction, with organizations such as the Christian Council of Benin 

advocating for collaboration among different Christian denominations” (Ogunyemi, 2020).  

In the late 20th century, several key events catalyzed ecumenical efforts in Benin. The 

establishment of the “Benin Interreligious Council” in 2006 marked a significant step towards 

formalizing interfaith dialogue. This council brought together leaders from various religious 

communities to address common societal issues such as poverty alleviation, education, and health 

care (N’Guessan & Kone, 2021). 

https://www.oikoumene.org/
http://www.ovosa.org/
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Moreover, international influences played a role in shaping ecumenical initiatives. According to 

Afolabi (2018), “The World Council of Churches and other global ecumenical bodies provided 

frameworks for local churches to engage in dialogue with other faiths. These interactions often 

focused on social justice issues and human rights advocacy”. 

2.0 Objective of the research 

This study seeks to determine the role of ecumenism towards interfaith dialogue in Christian-

Muslim Social-Cohesion initiatives in Benin Republic 

3.0 Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing interviews with local religious leaders who are 

involved in ecumenical initiatives and analyzing of existing literatures on interfaith dialogue in 

Borgou Department in Benin. It uses purposive sampling in selecting participants, selecting 60 

experienced participants among religious leaders, who have been involved in ecumenism for 

almost five years, youths, community members and representatives from other faiths.  

The qualitative component targets the subjective and personal experiences of research participants. 

In this case, the study shall use key informants; two pastors and two Imams/Alfas who are religious 

leaders.  

Before carrying out the interview, the researcher explained and clarified the purpose of the study 

to the participants. He also established informal conversation with participants in local languages 

and French. The researcher asked and enquired from the religious leaders how they see ecumenism 

in interfaith dialogue. During the interview, he recorded and made field notes to capture every 

detail. The use of interviews in this study provided detailed information and description of human 

perception and participants’ experiences. The data collected provides insights into the effectiveness 

of various strategies employed to promote social cohesion. 

The area of study was the department Borgou. This department was the third of the twelve’ that 

constitute Benin Republic and its capital was Parakou. It’s situated in the northern part of the 

country and includes the municipalities of Kalalé, N’dali, Pèrèrè, Sinendé, Bembèrèkè, Tchaourou, 

Nikki and Parakou. It was limited in North by the department of Alibori, North-west by the 

department of Atacora, West by the department of Donga, East by the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

and South by the department of Collines. 

The target population was in this study was both Christian’s and Muslim’s followers and clergies 

living Borgou district with total population of 1,518,131 people, INSTaD (Institut National de la 

Statistique et de la Démographie) census. (https://www.geo-ref.net). 

https://www.geo-ref.net/
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4.0 Literature Review and Different Models of Ecumenism and Interfaith Dialogue 

Ecumenism has been recognized as a vital force in promoting dialogue across religious boundaries. 

According to John Paul II (1995), ecumenical efforts are essential for fostering mutual respect 

among different faiths. In the context of Benin, where both Christianity and Islam coexist, these 

efforts can serve as a foundation for interfaith initiatives aimed at addressing communal challenges 

(Adebayo 2018). In their study on interfaith initiatives in West Africa, Ojo and Adediran (2019) 

argue that ecumenical dialogues can serve as platforms for addressing common societal issues such 

as poverty, education, and health care. They emphasize that when religious leaders from different 

backgrounds come together to discuss shared concerns, it fosters an environment conducive to 

peacebuilding. 

Research by Ojo (2020) emphasizes that ecumenical movements often engage in social justice 

issues that resonate with both Christian and Muslim values. This shared commitment to social 

justice provides a common ground for collaboration on community projects that address poverty, 

education, and health care issues that affect all citizens regardless of their faith. 

Furthermore, studies indicate that successful interfaith dialogue requires an understanding of each 

other’s beliefs and practices (Khan 2019). Ecumenism encourages this understanding by promoting 

educational programs that highlight similarities rather than differences between religions. For 

instance, workshops organized by local churches have included Muslim leaders to discuss shared 

ethical values such as compassion and charity. Also, the work of Kone (2021) highlights specific 

case studies from Benin where ecumenical efforts have successfully facilitated dialogue between 

Christian and Muslim communities. Kone notes that joint community service projects not only 

address immediate social needs but also build trust among participants from different faith 

backgrounds. 

In addition to educational initiatives, ecumenical organizations often play a crucial role in conflict 

resolution. As noted by Adeyemo (2021), these organizations can mediate disputes arising from 

religious misunderstandings or socio-political tensions. Their neutral stance allows them to act as 

facilitators in dialogues aimed at reconciliation. 

Finally, the work of Nwankwo (2022) illustrates how grassroots movements inspired by 

ecumenical principles have successfully brought together Christian and Muslim youth in Benin 

Republic. These initiatives not only promote friendship but also empower young people to take 

active roles in their communities through joint service projects. 
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4.1 The Relationship between Ecumenism and Interfaith Dialogue 

 While ecumenism focuses on unity within Christianity, interfaith dialogue extends this concept by 

promoting understanding across all religions. Both movements share similar goals: fostering peace, 

addressing social injustices, and enhancing mutual respect among diverse communities. They both 

recognize that engaging with others’ beliefs can enrich one’s own faith experience. The intersection 

of these two concepts is particularly relevant in today’s globalized world where cultural exchanges 

are frequent. As religious traditions migrate across borders due to globalization or migration 

patterns, they encounter new cultural contexts that challenge their traditional expressions 

(Panikkar, 2008). This necessitates a critical intercultural dialogue that allows for both preservation 

of identity and adaptation to new environments. In his 2008 work, Panikkar posits that ecumenism 

and interfaith dialogue are interconnected processes that can enrich each other. He suggests that 

engaging in interfaith dialogue allows Christians to gain insights from other faith traditions, which 

can deepen their own understanding of Christianity, leading to a more profound appreciation for 

the diversity within Christianity itself. Both ecumenical efforts and interfaith dialogues often 

revolve around shared values such as compassion, justice, and peace, which can build bridges 

across doctrinal differences. Panikkar emphasizes the importance of understanding cultural 

contexts in meaningful engagement and discusses how various religions articulate concepts of 

transcendence (the divine beyond human experience) and immanence (the divine present within 

human experience). Recognizing these dimensions can facilitate deeper discussions about 

spirituality across faith boundaries. According to Panikkar, both ecumenism and interfaith dialogue 

require critical engagement with one’s own beliefs as well as those of others to prevent superficial 

encounters that do not lead to genuine understanding or transformation. His insights suggest that 

fostering relationships between different faiths through both ecumenical efforts and interfaith 

dialogues is vital for addressing contemporary global challenges such as conflict, injustice, and 

environmental degradation. By embracing both approaches simultaneously, communities can work 

towards a more harmonious coexistence while respecting their unique identities. 

4.2 The Role of Ecumenism in Promoting Unity 

Ecumenical efforts have historically focused on bridging divides within Christianity, emphasizing 

shared beliefs and values over doctrinal differences. According to Cabrita and Maxwell (2017), the 

World Council of Churches (WCC) has played a significant role in this regard by facilitating 

discussions that encourage collaboration among member churches. This collaborative spirit not 

only strengthens internal Christian unity but also sets a precedent for engaging with other faiths. 
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Initiatives such as joint worship services and community service projects help build relationships 

based on common goals, fostering a sense of belonging that transcends individual denominational 

identities (Pratt, 2010). Additionally, ecumenical movements often address social justice issues 

collectively, enhancing their credibility and visibility within broader society. By advocating for 

peace, equality, and human rights from a unified Christian perspective, ecumenical bodies 

contribute to social cohesion by demonstrating the positive impact of collaborative action (Robert, 

2009). In Benin, ecumenical movements have been instrumental in bridging gaps between different 

Christian denominations. Organizations such as the “Conseil des Églises et Missions Evangéliques 

du Bénin” (CEMEB) work towards fostering cooperation among Protestant churches, focusing on 

common social issues like poverty alleviation, education, and health care, which resonate across 

denominational lines (Akinwumi & Ojo, 2020). For instance, ecumenical gatherings often address 

pressing societal issues like corruption and governance. By uniting under shared goals, these 

groups can amplify their voices and influence public policy more effectively than they could 

individually. 

4.3 The Role of Ecumenism in Interfaith Dialogue 

 Ecumenical organizations play a crucial role in initiating conversations between Christian and 

Muslim leaders, often focusing on common societal issues such as poverty alleviation, education, 

and health care (Adebayo, 2020:78). For instance, the "Interfaith Peace Initiative," launched by 

local churches and mosques, has successfully brought together community members to address 

pressing social concerns collaboratively. Ecumenical efforts foster an environment where 

misconceptions about each other’s faiths can be addressed openly. Workshops that include 

theological discussions help participants appreciate differing beliefs while emphasizing shared 

moral values (Ndiaye, 2021:201). Joint community service projects are instrumental in building 

relationships beyond theological discussions. Initiatives such as joint health campaigns or 

educational programs not only serve practical needs but also strengthen bonds between 

communities (Adetola, 2017:56). Ecumenical bodies often act as mediators during conflicts arising 

from religious differences, using their established credibility to facilitate dialogue that leads to 

peaceful resolutions (Ogunbiyi, 2017:115). Engaging youth through ecumenical platforms is 

essential for long-term social cohesion. Programs that involve young people from both faiths 

encourage friendship and mutual respect from an early age (Adebayo, 2020:82). Moreover, 

ecumenical groups advocate for policies that promote religious tolerance at the governmental level, 
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using their collective voice to influence legislation that protects minority rights and fosters 

inclusive governance (Ndiaye, 2021:205). 

4.4 Interfaith Dialogue as a Tool for Social Cohesion 

Interfaith dialogue involves structured conversations between representatives of different religious 

traditions aimed at promoting understanding and respect. This dialogue is crucial in multicultural 

societies where misunderstandings can lead to conflict. Through interfaith initiatives, communities 

can engage in meaningful exchanges that highlight shared values such as compassion, justice, and 

the pursuit of peace (Phan, 2012). One effective model for fostering social cohesion through 

interfaith dialogue is the establishment of interfaith councils or forums. These platforms bring 

together leaders from various faith communities to discuss common concerns and collaborate on 

community projects. Such interactions not only dispel stereotypes but also create networks of 

support that enhance communal ties (Irvin, 2016). For example, interfaith councils have been 

instrumental in disaster relief efforts or community development programs that require diverse 

participation. Interfaith dialogue in Benin has gained momentum through various platforms that 

encourage mutual understanding among different faiths. The “Plateforme Interreligieuse du Bénin” 

serves as a key player in this regard. It brings together leaders from various religious backgrounds 

to discuss common values and address societal challenges collaboratively (Ogunyemi & Adetunji, 

2021). Such dialogues have proven effective in mitigating tensions that may arise from 

misunderstandings or stereotypes about different faiths. For example, community-based interfaith 

programs have successfully reduced incidents of violence related to religious differences by 

promoting respect and tolerance among participants. 

4.5 Challenges Faced by Ecumenism and Interfaith Dialogue 

While ecumenism and interfaith dialogue hold great potential for fostering social cohesion between 

Christians and Muslims, numerous challenges persist. Historical tensions, theological differences, 

political contexts marked by extremism, socioeconomic factors, lack of institutional support, 

communication barriers, and internal resistance all contribute to a complex landscape that must be 

navigated carefully for meaningful progress. Within Christianity, denominational divisions often 

stem from historical grievances or differing interpretations of scripture (Kinnamon & Cope, 1997). 

Similarly, interfaith dialogue can be complicated by deep-seated prejudices or misunderstandings 

about other religions. Internal divisions within religious groups can also hinder progress, as 

conservative factions may resist engagement with other faiths due to theological concerns or fear 

of dilution of beliefs (Pratt, 2010). One of the primary challenges is the historical conflict between 
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Christians and Muslims, rooted in events like the Crusades, colonialism, and contemporary 

geopolitical tensions, which have left deep-seated mistrust (Esposito & Mogahed, 2007). These 

historical grievances often resurface in modern dialogues, complicating efforts for reconciliation. 

For instance, the portrayal of Muslims in Western media can perpetuate stereotypes that hinder 

constructive dialogue (Saeed, 2014). Theological differences present another significant barrier, as 

core beliefs about God, Jesus Christ, and salvation differ markedly between the two religions. For 

example, Christians’ view Jesus as the Son of God and central to salvation (John 14:6), while 

Muslims regard him as a prophet without divine status (Quran 4:171). Political contexts often 

exacerbate tensions, as political instability or extremism can fuel sectarian violence. Groups like 

ISIS have exploited religious identities to justify violence against both Christians and moderate 

Muslims (Mackey & Karam, 2015). Socioeconomic disparities can also impede social cohesion, as 

poverty and economic inequality lead to competition for resources and foster resentment (Khan et 

al., 2020). Effective ecumenical and interfaith initiatives often require institutional backing from 

religious organizations or governments, which is frequently lacking. Many religious leaders may 

prioritize their own community's interests over collaborative efforts with other faiths (Tschannen 

& Huber, 2019). Language differences and differing cultural norms regarding communication 

styles can further complicate interactions (Baker & Prys Jones, 2018). Additionally, there is often 

resistance from within both Christian and Muslim communities towards engaging with the “other,” 

as some individuals may feel that participating in interfaith dialogue compromises their faith or 

dilutes their religious identity (Abdalla & Rane, 2018). Despite these challenges, ongoing 

commitment to ecumenical and interfaith initiatives demonstrates the recognition that social 

cohesion is paramount in today’s globalized world. As communities become more diverse due to 

migration and globalization, fostering an environment where different faiths can coexist peacefully 

becomes increasingly important. To overcome these challenges, it is essential for leaders within 

both communities to emphasize the importance of love and respect for one’s neighbor as central 

tenets of both Christianity and Islam. By framing interfaith dialogue as an extension of their 

respective religious mandates to promote peace and goodwill among all people, leaders can 

encourage greater participation from their communities. 

5 Data Analysis, Discussion and Presentation  

Q1: Knowledge about ecumenism and interfaith dialogue 

Modalities  Effectives  Frequencies (%) 

Yes  40 66.67 
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No  20 33.33 

Total  60 100 

Source: Interview December 2024-January 2025 by Jubilate Deo AVALLA 

 

Analysis: The table presents the responses from a survey involving 60 participants, where 40 

participants (66.67%) answered "Yes," and 20 participants (33.33%) answered "No." This data 

indicates that a significant majority of the participants have experience in ecumenism and interfaith 

dialogue, while a smaller portion do not. From this, we can conclude that most of the population is 

familiar with the concepts of ecumenism and interfaith dialogue. 

People generally view ecumenism and interfaith dialogue positively for their roles in promoting 

unity, mutual understanding, and addressing social issues such as poverty and injustice. From the 

respondents’ view, these initiatives help reduce misconceptions and stereotypes, fostering a more 

inclusive and harmonious society. Building trust and relationships through shared experiences is 

crucial for success, as is strong institutional support from religious organizations and 

governments.  

Q2: Relations with other faith-based followers 

Modalities  Effectives  Frequencies (%) 

Positive   45 75 

Negative  10 17 

Neutral  05 08 

Total  60 100 

Source: Interview December 2024-January 2025 by Jubilate Deo AVALLA 

66.67%

33.33%

Knowledge about ecumenism and interfaith dialogue

Yes No
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Analysis: The table presents the responses from a survey, categorizing participants' attitudes as 

Positive, Negative, or Neutral. The majority of participants, 45 individuals (75%), have good 

relations with people from different religious backgrounds, while a smaller portion, 10 individuals 

(17%), have negative relations. Meanwhile, 5 individuals (8%) indicated neutral relations. From 

this, we can conclude that the relations between people from different religions are generally 

positive. 

Positive Relationships played a vital role in fostering social cohesion. The respondents as key 

informants have observed or experienced firsthand the positive impact of strong relationships 

between Christians and Muslims, leading to reduced prejudice and enhanced cooperation within 

the community. For that raison, they said  

“Positive relationships build trust and reliability. When individuals trust each other, they are more 

likely to work together, share resources, and support one another, creating a strong, 

interconnected community. And people who have positive relationships within their community are 

more likely to participate in communal activities and events. This active engagement strengthens 

the social fabric and fosters a sense of belonging and unity”. They continue by saying that, 

“Inclusivity strengthens social networks and bonds within the community. People are more likely 

to support and help each other, creating a resilient and interconnected society”.  

 

Q3: Peaceful interaction of the community  

Modalities Effectives Frequencies (%) 

Good 50 83.33 

Bad 10 16.67 

Total 60 100 

Source: Interview December 2024-January 2025 by Jubilate Deo AVALLA 

75%

17%

8%

Relations with other faith-based followers

Positive Negative Neutral



African Multidisciplinary Journal of Research (AMJR) Vol. 10 (1), 2025, ISSN 2518-2986 (245-265) 

 

12 
 

 

Analysis: The table presents the responses from a survey, categorizing participants' interactions in 

the community as either "Good" or "Bad." The majority of participants, 50 individuals (83.33%), 

have good interactions with their neighbors. In contrast, a smaller portion, 10 individuals (16.67%), 

have bad interactions. From this, we can conclude that there is a peaceful coexistence among the 

population, which can foster social cohesion in the society. 

Interreligious dialogue increased the understanding of the beliefs and practices of other religions. 

Through sustainable and respectful relationships based on dialogue and engagement, conflicts 

resulting from or exacerbated by fear, disrespect and misunderstanding between communities were 

less likely to occur, and, when they did, were less likely to devolve into violence. In social cohesion, 

dialogue is fundamental building trust. In that way, the respondents argued that, “Trust is the 

cornerstone of all positive relationships. When individuals and groups trust each other, they are 

more likely to engage in open and honest communication, fostering mutual respect and 

understanding”. Trusting each other creates a stable and peaceful environment where individuals 

and groups can coexist harmoniously. It reduces the likelihood of conflicts and misunderstandings. 

According to them, “When conflicts are minimized, trust among community members is 

strengthened. Individuals feel more included and valued in the community. Also, this sense of 

inclusion encourages active participation in communal activities and decision-making processes”. 

Then, when people trust each other's intentions, they are more inclined to resolve differences 

amicably and cooperate for the common good. 

Trust enables collaboration and cooperation among diverse groups. People are more willing to 

work together, share resources, and support one another, leading to collective progress and 

development. It brings individuals and groups together to work towards common goals. This sense 

of shared purpose strengthens bonds and creates a unified community spirit. Through collaboration 

and cooperation encourage active participation from all community members, regardless of their 

background. This inclusivity fosters a sense of belonging and unity. 

83.33%

16.67%

Peaceful interaction of the community 

Good Bad
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Q3: Role played by ecumenism and interfaith dialogue in creating cohesive society  

Modalities Effectives Frequencies (%) 

Positive 50 83.33 

Negative 10 16.67 

Total 60 100 

Source: Interview December 2024-January 2025 by Jubilate Deo AVALLA 

 

Analysis: The table presents the responses from a survey, categorizing participants' attitudes as 

either "Positive" or "Negative." The majority of participants, 50 individuals (83.33%), indicated 

that ecumenism and interfaith dialogue play a good role by bringing people from different religious 

backgrounds together to tackle common social issues by putting aside their religious beliefs. In 

contrast, a smaller portion, 10 individuals (16.67%), indicated that they do not play a good role 

because they bring division and conflict of interest. From this, we can conclude that ecumenism 

and interfaith dialogue play a very good role in fostering and creating a cohesive society. 

Collaboration among religious leaders ensures that consistent messages of peace, tolerance, and 

unity are conveyed to their congregations, promoting a sense of shared purpose and encouraging 

inclusivity. Joint initiatives by these leaders help bridge cultural and religious divides, fostering 

greater acceptance and understanding. This inclusivity strengthens the social fabric and enhances 

social cohesion. In support of that they argued that,  

“Collaborative efforts by religious leaders encourage active participation from community 

members, fostering a sense of belonging and unity which enhances social cohesion. Joint 

community projects led by these leaders promote cooperation and collective effort, 

strengthening bonds and creating a unified community spirit”. 

 

 

83.33%

16.67%

Role played by ecumenism and interfaith dialogue in 
creating cohesive society 

Positive Negative
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Q4: Challenges facing by ecumenism and interfaith dialogue  

Modalities Effectives Frequencies (%) 

Yes 60 100 

No 00 00 

Total 60 100 

Source: Interview December 2024-January 2025 by Jubilate Deo AVALLA 

 

 

Comment: The table presents the responses from a survey where participants were asked a yes-or-

no question to know if ecumenism and interfaith dialogue are facing challenges. All 60 participants, 

constituting 100% of the total responses, answered "Yes." None of the participants answered "No," 

resulting in 0% of the total responses. In summary, every participant in the survey responded 

positively with "Yes," saying that ecumenism and interfaith dialogue are facing challenges.   

Ecumenism and interfaith dialogue face several significant challenges that must be overcome to 

foster a cohesive society. They said that,  

cultural resistance, stemming from historical grievances and cultural differences, hinders 

collaboration between different religious groups. Additionally, many religious 

organizations struggle with resource limitations, lacking the financial resources necessary 

to implement large-scale initiatives. Political instability further complicates these efforts, 

as fluctuations in political support can affect the sustainability of ecumenical initiatives.  

Moreover, communication barriers, including misunderstandings arising from language 

differences and theological disagreements, pose additional obstacles. From this, we can conclude 

that ecumenism and interfaith dialogue are facing great challenges that need to be addressed to 

achieve a cohesive society. 

 

100%

0%

Challenges facing by ecumenism and interfaith dialogue 

Yes No
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From the data analysis, the findings indicate that ecumenism significantly contributes to fostering 

interfaith dialogue in several ways: 

Interfaith dialogue fosters mutual understanding between Christians and Muslims by educating 

each community about the other's beliefs, practices, and values. This helps individuals learn about 

their differences and discover commonalities, such as shared ethical principles and family values, 

thereby reducing misconceptions and stereotypes. Ecumenical gatherings provide neutral, 

judgment-free grounds where Christians and Muslims can engage in respectful dialogue. Through 

structured conversations, interfaith meetings, and collaborative community projects, participants 

address contentious issues and enhance personal relationships, demonstrating that diverse faith 

communities can work together. 

Interfaith dialogue unites Christians and Muslims in tackling social issues like poverty, injustice, 

and discrimination. Collaborative community service and advocacy efforts strengthen bonds 

between the two groups and benefit society by addressing pressing social challenges collectively. 

Trust-building is crucial for social cohesion. Ecumenical activities, such as interfaith prayer 

services and cultural festivals, provide opportunities for Christians and Muslims to share 

experiences and foster friendships, counteracting prejudice and hostility. 

Ecumenism encourages the creation of inclusive communities where diversity is celebrated. By 

advocating for equality and respect within public spaces, ecumenical movements contribute to 

social cohesion and mitigate tensions arising from differing beliefs. Collaborative efforts, such as 

health campaigns or educational programs, help build relationships based on shared goals. Joint 

initiatives strengthen ties between Christian and Muslim communities by encouraging 

collaboration between churches and mosques. 

Workshops on mutual respect and understanding are essential for dispelling misconceptions about 

each faith. These programs enhance social cohesion by reducing prejudice, building trust, and 

fostering a sense of belonging among diverse groups within communities. Involving influential 

religious leaders from both communities enhances credibility and encourages broader participation. 

Partnerships between religious institutions, such as churches and mosques, demonstrate solidarity 

and promote religious freedom. Leaders play a crucial role in dispelling stereotypes, fostering trust, 

and advocating for unity based on shared human values. 

Fostering relationships through regular dialogues helps dismantle prejudices while encouraging 

participants to view each other as partners rather than adversaries. Furthermore, the involvement 

of local leaders from both faiths is crucial for legitimizing these dialogues within their respective 
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communities. When respected figures advocate for unity based on shared human values rather than 

doctrinal differences, it enhances acceptance among followers. 

 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 Building Partnerships 

i. Engage Local Faith Leaders: Establish relationships with leaders from various 

denominations to foster dialogue and mutual respect. 

ii. Collaborate with NGOs: Partnering with non-governmental organizations that focus on 

social cohesion can provide additional resources and expertise. 

iii. Involve Community Stakeholders: Engage local community groups, schools, and civic 

organizations to broaden support and participation. 

6.2 Securing Funding Sources 

i. Identify Grant Opportunities: Research foundations and government programs that 

support interfaith dialogue and community development (e.g., the United States Institute of 

Peace). 

ii. Crowdfunding Campaigns: Utilize platforms like GoFundMe or Kickstarter to raise funds 

from individuals who support ecumenical efforts. 

iii. Corporate Sponsorships: Approach local businesses for sponsorship opportunities in 

exchange for visibility at events. 

6.3 Enhancing Community Engagement Techniques 

i. Educational Workshops: Organize workshops that educate participants about different 

faith traditions, fostering understanding and respect. 

ii. Community Events: Host interfaith events such as potlucks, festivals, or service projects 

that encourage collaboration among diverse groups. 

iii. Utilize Social Media: Leverage social media platforms to share stories of successful 

ecumenical initiatives, thereby raising awareness and encouraging participation. 

6.4 Monitoring and Evaluation 

Establish metrics for success early on to assess the impact of your initiatives over time: 

i. Track participation rates in events. 

ii. Gather feedback through surveys from participants regarding their experiences. 

iii. Measure changes in community attitudes towards different faiths before and after 

initiatives. 



African Multidisciplinary Journal of Research (AMJR) Vol. 10 (1), 2025, ISSN 2518-2986 (245-265) 

 

17 
 

6.5 Sustaining Momentum 

To ensure long-term success: 

i. Create a follow-up plan that includes regular meetings among partners to discuss progress 

and challenges. 

ii. Develop a communication strategy that keeps all stakeholders informed about upcoming 

events and successes. 

In summary, by addressing potential challenges through strategic partnerships, securing diverse 

funding sources, enhancing community engagement techniques, monitoring progress, and 

sustaining momentum, ecumenical initiatives can thrive in promoting social cohesion. 

 

Conclusion 

Ecumenism serves as a crucial vehicle for advancing interfaith dialogue between Christians and 

Muslims in Benin Republic. By fostering collaboration through joint initiatives focused on 

common societal challenges, these efforts contribute significantly to social cohesion. Continued 

investment in ecumenical dialogues will be essential for sustaining peace within this diverse nation. 

Also, by emphasizing common goals such as social justice, education, conflict resolution and youth 

empowerment, ecumenical movements contribute significantly to social cohesion initiatives. 

Future research should focus on evaluating specific case studies where these dialogues have led to 

tangible outcomes within communities. 
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